MIDTERM HISTORY 175A—FALL 2021

Instructions: Write a 6-page typed, double-spaced essay addressing one of the following prompts.  Strong papers will incorporate material from the lectures and readings and will analyze relevant primary sources (i.e., lyrics; sheet music covers; dialogue from Aiken’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin; plots and stock characters in animal trickster tales). Be sure to include illustrative quotes from the primary sources to support your analysis. The introduction to your paper should have a well-developed thesis that responds directly to the questions in each prompt. 

1. Following the publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, many abolitionists recognized Stowe’s novel as a valuable but flawed tool for advancing the abolitionist cause. What, in your view, made George Aiken’s adaption of Uncle Tom’s Cabin an effective moral indictment of slavery? What do you (and what did abolitionists at the time) see as Uncle Tom’s Cabin’s most significant shortcomings? Use what you have learned about the culture of the enslaved (i.e., spirituals, religious practices, trickster tales), the visual culture created by Black abolitionists, and/or minstrelsy to develop your assessment of the play’s strengths and weaknesses as a movement building tool. 

2. Popular culture often contains multiple and contradictory meanings. Explain how and why diverse audiences might have interpreted two of the following types of popular culture in different ways, including in ways that may have run counter to the intended or dominant message: 1) minstrelsy and blackface music; 2) George Aiken’s adaptation of Uncle Tom’s Cabin; and 3) the culture of the enslaved (spirituals, religious practices, trickster tales, etc.). In your answer, explain how the historical context in which these types of popular culture were consumed shaped how audiences interpreted their meaning. 

Due Date and Late Paper Policy:  Friday, October 15 by 5:00PM.  Late papers will be marked down 3 points for each day late (an A- would become a B+).  Late papers will not be accepted after Tuesday, October 19 without a formal extension from the professor.

Formatting and Citations:  Please number your pages and use one-inch margins and 12-point type.  Be sure to cite material you use from the readings, identifying the author and page number.  Any citation format is acceptable, as long as you are consistent in the style you adopt. I do not expect students to use materials beyond those assigned for this class, but if for some reason you wish to do so please consult me first.  

Expected Use of Readings and Lectures: If you are writing about Uncle Tom’s Cabin, I would expect you to analyze the assigned play and possibly some of the critiques of the novel that I assigned for the October 12 lecture. If you are writing about minstrelsy, I would expect you to use at least one of the assigned readings on minstrelsy. If you are writing about spirituals, trickster tales, and other forms of Black culture under slavery, I would expect you to use Lawrence Levine’s book Black Culture and Black Consciousness. Be sure to incorporate information from the relevant lectures. Some of you may find creative ways to incorporate Karen Halttunen’s work into an analysis of minstrelsy or Uncle Tom’s Cabin, but this is not required.

Citing lectures: To make sure that I give students full credit for using lectures (and in recognition of the fact that the lectures and readings sometimes overlap), please cite lecture.  You can do this either in a footnote or in a parenthetical notation at the end of the sentence, like so: (Lecture 4, 10/5/21). As a matter of personal preference, I would rather students not put quotation marks around material from lecture; do your best to paraphrase the lectures.

Grading Criteria:  Papers will be graded on content (how well do you make use of the assigned readings and lectures? how well do you support your arguments? how persuasive and thorough is your analysis?), form (paragraph organization, clarity of prose, coherence, development of ideas) and mechanics (spelling, grammar, and punctuation).

Office Hours:  I will be available to answer questions and read over thesis statements, introductions, and outlines up to 2 pages during my zoom office hours on Tuesday afternoon, which I have extended from 2:00-4:00PM. I can also see students in person in my office (HSSB 4232) on Wednesday, 3:00-4:00PM. Please add your name to the sign-up sheet for office hours that I will post in the top block of GauchoSpace. If all of the slots fill up, I will extend my office hours on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons. I will also regularly check my email to answer questions and review thesis statements.  

Instructions for uploading your papers to GauchoSpace:  Please upload your paper to GauchoSpace as a PDF. Label the PDF document as follows: Last Name, First Name, Prompt number. 



WRITING TIPS FOR ANALYTICAL HISTORY ESSAYS

Tip Number 1: Organize your paper as an argument
· The introduction should present a well-developed thesis, which can be (and often should be) longer than 1 sentence.  A 2-3 sentence thesis is not unusual.  A thesis statement is not a thesis until it has answered a “how” and/or a “why” question.  Simply restating the prompt does not give you a thesis.
· Examples of strong and weak thesis statements that answer the prompt “Why did states in the north and south come to have such differing cultures and how central was slavery to the split between the North and the South?
· Weak thesis that merely restates the prompt: “The North and South developed different cultures and slavery was one factor that drove the sectional crisis.” [This doesn’t count as a thesis because it doesn’t tell the reader how or why the North and South developed different cultures and it doesn’t take a position on the extent to which slavery was essential to the sectional divide.]
· Strong thesis: “The North and South came to have profoundly different cultures due to their contrasting visions of economic and social progress. More than any other factor, slavery caused the split between the regions because it threatened the social and economic goals of the North and because the “gag rules” and fugitive slave laws that protected Southern political power threatened Northerners’ view of republicanism.  [Note how this thesis answers a “why” question.]
· Use the topic sentences of the paragraphs in the body of your paper to help you advance your argument.  

Tip Number 2: Watch paragraph length  
· Paragraphs should not exceed one page—a typical paragraph is 4-8 sentences long.  
· When you have written an overly long paragraph, as many of us do in our first drafts, chances are the paper has begun to ramble or lose its focus.  Find an appropriate break and construct a new topic sentence for your newly created paragraph.
· If you have written an overly short paragraph (3 sentences or less), chances are you have not sufficiently developed your ideas.
· When revising, make sure that the topic sentences of paragraphs accurately reflect the content of the paragraph.  A good way to sustain a strong sense of argument throughout your paper is to craft strong topic sentences that refer back to your thesis

Tip Number 3: Save time to revise your paper
· Often we do not really figure out what we are trying to say until we finish writing a first draft.  In subsequent drafts, good writers will need to sharpen their thesis statement, create better transitions between paragraphs, and strengthen the topic sentence of paragraphs.  
· When you edit your paper, make sure that you maintain a consistent verb tense.  In history papers, keep everything in the past tense.


  
